Eight-Processor Cray 2

Nicknamed “Bubbles,” the Cray 2 included an effervescent “cooling tower” for its liquid fluorocarbon coolant. Seymour Cray designed a multitasking vector computer with instruction pipelining and overlapping, plus an extremely high clock speed and a huge memory size. A foreground processor performed system tasks, handled the I/O, and synchronized the work of the background processors. 

The Cray 2 ran the UNIX-like UNICOS operating system and had compilers for C and FORTRAN. NASA used its machine to simulate aerodynamic flow, simulate the atmospheres of other planets, and predict galactic collisions and interactions in space.

Twenty-nine 4-processor systems were built, one 1-processor system, and one 8-processor system.
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Sources: http://home.cray.com/~kjt/cray/
http://www.top500.org/reports/1994/Architec/node5.html
http://oea.larc.nasa.gov/news_rels/1996/May96/96_40.html
http://www.cs.umass.edu/~weems/CmpSci635/Lecture16/L16.17.html


http://www.ncsa.uiuc.edu/SCMS/DigLib/text/facilities/cray.ymp.cray2.html

	Developed at:	Cray Research Inc.	Memory technology:	ECL and GaAs


	First introduced:	1985	Memory size:	up to 4G bytes


	CPU technology:	ECL and GaAs	Clock speed:	4.1 nanoseconds (244 MHz)











