CDC 6600

According to popular lore, in 1963, the head of IBM was dismayed to learn that Seymour Cray was able to design and build his supercomputer by leading a small team of only 34 Control Data employees ( including the janitor! But Cray was indeed a brilliant designer, and the CDC 6600 would be the world’s fastest machine for the next five years. 

Cray pioneered today’s RISC processor designs. He optimized the 6600 architecture for efficient instruction pipelining and parallel execution. Ten peripheral processors supported a high-speed floating-point central processor. The computer mostly ran FORTRAN scientific applications under the SCOPE or KRONOS operating systems.

After leaving Control Data in 1972, Cray founded Cray Research Inc.

Sources: James E. Thornton. “Parallel Operation in the Control Data 6600” reprinted in C. Gordon Bell, et al. Computer Structures: Principles and Examples. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1982. pp. 730-742
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Seymour Cray at the CDC 6600 product announcement in August 1963.
	Developed at:	Control Data Corporation	Memory technology:	magnetic core


	First introduced:	1963	Memory size:	64K - 256K 60-bit words


	CPU technology:	transistor	Clock speed:	100 nanoseconds (10 MHz)











