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Addendum 
9 March 2017 

 

 

 

 

Authors Note:  

Gentlemen,  

In the past year I received photographs from  two additional veterans of the of the Niagara-
Buffalo Army Air Defense, Richard Ehrenreich and  David Tincher, who both served at  the 
Cambria Nike Missile Site.  1st Lt. Ehrenreich  served  with  the 1st Missile Battalion, 4th Artillery 
and David, Private and later Spec 4, who was  at the Cambria Site between 1956-1959 and   
served  initially with the 44th Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion and later the 1st Missile Battalion 4th 
Artillery as part of the launcher crew.  

Having published the original version of my report two years ago, followed by the revised edition 
last year, I did not want reprint it a third time.  The pictures and articles Richard and David 
provided are good additions and worth sharing with you.  I also found an article printed in  the 
Grand  Island Newspaper in 1956 that provides a view into the public’s understanding  of  the 
Nike Missile Program at that time which I thought  you might enjoy reading.   

In order to share this information with you, I have generated this addendum to the revised 
edition of my paper.  I believe it is the most expedient and cost effective way to share this 
information it with you.  

Next  to each new newspaper article and photograph I have provided a citation for the source, 
and also included a page number (in italics) which indicates where the picture/article would 
have appeared in the revised version of my paper dated 23 May 2016 had these items been 
available prior to the paper’s printing date.  

I hope all is well with each of you and send you my best wishes for a good year ahead!  

 

Paul 
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Army’s Nike Missile Antiaircraft Battery Nears Completion on Grand Island, NY 
Published in the Island Dispatch - September 26, 1956     Page 64/65 

The Army’s Nike guided missile program in this area is beginning to take shape after more than two years of intensive 
construction and planning. At one time, curious residents were asking antiaircraft officers, “What happens to the man 
riding in the missile?” Since that time, however, the lid of secrecy on the supersonic weapon has been largely 
removed. Western New Yorkers have grown to accept Nike as a vital component of the area air defense setup. 

Guided missile sites at Model City and Cambria Center in Niagara County and on Grand Island in Erie County 
already are “operational.” Sites near Millersport, East Aurora and Hamburg are expected to be finished by the end of 
the year. A seventh site in the Town of Lancaster is scheduled for completion during 1957. 
  
“Beautification” programs now are under way at the Model City, Cambria and Grand Island sites. This includes 
landscaping and the planting of trees and shrubs. 
 
 According to recently released Department of Defense reports, the Nike missile has a “slant range” of 25 miles. 
Target-tracking radar computes the path of oncoming enemy aircraft. When the missile is launched, both target and 
missile tracking radars work in unison, one locked on the target, the other on the missile. On the basis of data from 
these radars, guidance is provided the missile to intercept and destroy the target. A series of electronic impulses from 
ground to air prevents the missile from hitting friendly interceptor planes. Each friendly aircraft has an electronic 
means of identifying itself. The principle works somewhat like the identification of different radio frequencies. 
 
A Nike installation, the Army insists, constitutes no danger to the area nor to the personnel of the unit itself. A 
warhead on the missile is constructed to explode only in flight. It has a self-destructive feature so that it will not crash 
and explode. In case the missile misses its target, battery technicians can also burst it from the ground by electronic 
impulses.  At the various sites, safety precautions are taken for storage of explosives and volatile fuels. Assembled 
missiles are stored underground. Fueling areas are surrounded by high earthen revetments. 
 
The missile itself, named after the Greek goddess of Victory, is liquid fueled and measures about 20 feet in length 
and one foot in diameter. It has two sets of fins for guidance and steering. The missile together with an 11-foot 
booster, weighs slightly more than a ton. When launched from an elevated rack the missile is attached to the booster. 
This booster gives it the initial thrust, launches it, and gets it up to flashing speeds before it is jettisoned a few 
seconds later when the Nike takes over and streaks on under its own power. Nike is normally fired from an almost 
vertical position. 
  
The Nike project was initiated by the Army in 1945. The first Nike battery to become operational was installed at Ft. 
Meade, Md., in December 1953. The Department of defense, however, noting that the Niagara Frontier was the tenth 
largest industrial area in the country, started laying plans for antiaircraft defense here as early as 1950. Several 
million dollars was subsequently appropriated and 1,000 men from Ft. Devens, Massachusetts, were sent here in 
October 1952.  The first Nike site at Model City was started August 4, 1954.  The 2nd AAA Group at Ft. Niagara is the 
antiaircraft defense headquarters for Western New York. In case of an enemy air attack, the headquarters would 
coordinate their activities with the Air Force’s 15th Fighter Group at the Niagara Falls Municipal Airport. 
  
Each of the group’s three operational Nike sites are self-sustaining. About 200 men at each station eat, sleep and 
work within the site. The personnel responsible for getting the missile into the air are highly trained technicians. 
Electronics maintenance men, for instance, have all completed a 32-week course at the Army’s guided missile school 
at Ft. Bliss, Texas. 
 
All personnel associated with the actual firing of the missile go to the Army’s firing ranges in New Mexico each year 
for target practice. Excepting for an actual enemy attack, no missile ever will be fired here. Although no missiles are 
actually launched in this area, the efficiency of each Nike battery can be accurately tabulated. 
 
 Each site covers approximately 40 acres. Six to eight acres are set aside for a control area and the remainder for the 
launching area. There must be an unobstructed line of sight between both areas. 
 
Various types of computers, radars and associated control equipment are located in the control area. In the launching 
areas, there are from three to six missile launchers. The areas are manned 24 hours a day. 
 
Area antiaircraft officers are looking forward to the appearance of the Nike “B,” the Army’s latest guided missile. It has 
greater range and striking force than the present Nike. At least one launcher at each of the area sits is equipped to 
handle the new weapon. Presumably, all launchers eventually will have to be converted to accommodate the new 
missile. 
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Captain Charles Brown & 1st Lieutenant Rex Jenkins in 
Battery Control Van during January 1968 Short Notice 

Annual Practice (SNAP), exercise at 
McGregor Range, New Mexico. 

Photo Credit:  Richard Ehrenreich.  Page 73. 
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The next photograph was taken at the at the AADCP which was located at the Lockport Air Force Station. 
 

Photograph credit:  Buffalo Evening News, 3 March 1968.  Page 51. 
 

 
The figure below was in the same newspaper issue.  While not clearly stated in the chart, the coverage 
zone ranges depicted must have included all Fighter Interceptor, BOMARC and Nike Hercules in the 
North Eastern Region.  
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Promotion of 2nd Lieutenant Richard Ehenreich to 1st Lieutenant, 7 June 1968.                                                                     
Left to right are Lieutenant Colonel Ulysses X. White, Acting 101st Artillery Group (Air Defense), 
Commander; Jack Gibbs; Mike Bannon; and Richard Ehenreich. 

Photo credit:  Richard Ehenrich.  Page 54. 
 
 
 
 

 

Nike Hercules on Alert at Cambria Site  
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Photo credit for the picture at bottom of the previous page and text above:   
Buffalo Evening News 

27 June 1968.  Page 73.  
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Lockport Union Sun & 
Journal 

5 October 1968.  Page 73. 

 
 

Lockport Union Sun & Journal       
 29 November 1968.  Page 57. 
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Sgt. 1st Class Browning, Launcher Platoon Sgt. Is promoted to 1st Sgt. by Colonel Oliver D. Street, 

Commander, 18th Artillery Group  (Air Defense). 
 

In  the photograph from left to right: 1st Lt. Lawrence Gilley, Group / Battalion S1; Col. Oliver D. 
Street; 1st Lt. Richard Ehenreich; Sgt 1st Class Browning.  The ceremony took place in the Admin 

Area on Upper Mountain Road. 
 

September 1969 
Photo Credit:  Richard Ehenreich  Page 57.   
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Lockport Union Sun & Journal 
1 January 1970.  Page 57.                                                                            
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The following photographs at Battery B were taken by David Tincher  
when he visited the former Nike Site several years ago:  

 

 

Launch Area on Upper Mountain Road – New Cambria Town Hall  

 

 

 

Launch Area - Former Mess Hall  
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Launch Area - Former Missile Assembly Building  

 

 

 

Launch Area – Former Missile Assembly Building  
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IFC Area – Former Barracks  

 

 

 

IFC Area – Former Generator Area  
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IFC Area - Former HIPAR Radar Tower  

 

 

 

 

IFC Area – Memorial plaque near entry gate  


