“RAX is now in control”, or maybe not.

When the RAX system was brought up it would send out a message to each terminal that said “RAX is now in control”, “Please logon.”  All the 1050 terminals were scattered all over the Lockheed complex except one that was in London, England.  All six of the 2260 Displays were in a room across the tunnel from the computer room and they were available to anyone who wanted to use them that had a password.  

One day an engineer called Lorna and said he could not get any of the displays to accept his logon.  She checked and found out the 1050 systems were working so she went to the display room.  She verified that what the engineer had told her was true and returned to the computer room and took a standalone dump shutting the system down.  When it was brought back up everything worked normally.

When I saw her late the next day she was red in the face and looked like she could bite nails in two.  She had spent most of the night going through the dump and found out someone had logged on to all 6 display terminals and compiled a Fortran program, that it’s sole purpose was to output to the display the message, “RAX is now in control, Please logon.”
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Lorna at 1050 system.

“Wallace in 68”

Jim Moss and I got to talking and decided there was no reason, with the proper coding, that a dump could not be taken while the system was running.  We had brought the source code of the IBM standalone dump program with us from Poughkeepsie.  This code could be added to the resident RAX code and we could use the external interrupt button to trap to the dump.  The only thing we had to do was make sure all the registers, condition codes, etc were saved and restored at the end of the dump.  We figured this out but there was one last thing we needed to do.

At this time George Wallace was running as a third party candidate for President.  We knew that Lorna could not stand George Wallace.  If you just mentioned his name she got agitated.  There were a couple of unused double words of memory at the bottom where the dump program was to be located.  We coded the EBCDIC characters for “Wallace in 68” into these location.  Whenever a dump was taken this would show up on the top line of the printout.

We got all this working but did not tell Lorna because we wanted to surprise her.  We hung around the computer room until we saw her run a job on the printer.  I slipped around behind CPU and reached around the console and pressed the external interrupt button.  All of a sudden I could hear the dump begin to print and Lorna scream.  I hit the interrupt button again and the dump stopped and the printer resumed her job.  I did this several times before she caught on.

